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Is Libya’s Qaddafi threatening 

opponents in US? 


student 


By Frederic A. Moritz 

Staff correspondent of Tbe Christian Science Monitor 

When it comes to rumors of secret plots and assassination 
schemes. Libya’s leader Col. Muammar Qaddafi is no 
stranger in the news. 

Tbe controversies surrounding his name have moved far 
beyond North Africa to colleges and university campuses in 
the United States — as well as in Western Europe and wher- 
ever else Libyan students study. 

The reason: continued strife between students who sup- 
port Colonel Qaddafi and others who oppose his 14-year-old 
rule. 

Possible danger to anti-Qaddafi students has been high- 
lighted by a warning from tbe London-based human rights 
group Amnesty International. It told of a threat issued Feb. 
17 by the General People’s Congress held in Tripoli. Libya. 

According to Amnesty, this declared: “Every citizen is 
responsible for the liquidation of the enemies of the people 
and revolution.” Libyans abroad who were classified “hos- 
tile” and failed to repent would be “pursued by all the sons of 
tbe Libyan people witb all available means” and would be 
liquidated , according to the announced decision. 

Amnesty notes that within months of a similar decision in 
1980, 11 Libyans living abroad were assass inated, and at- 
tempts were made on the lives of four others. 

Tbe order could affect opponents of Qaddafi in Western 
Europe, as well as in the US. But an analyst notes that 
Qaddafi’s main target may be his opponents in Sudan, which 
is perhaps the most important bastion of Qaddafi opponents. 

There are some 3.000 Libyan students in the US. Many of 
them are studying agriculture, business, architecture, engi- 
neering. and education. 

Tbe majority are pro-Qaddafi, according to an academic 
who has studied the matter. In the last two years more and 
more incoming students, many of whom are sponsored by the 
government, have been pro-Qaddafi, so that opponents are 
increasingly a minority. Some opponents of Qaddafi are free 
from retaliation overseas because their parents back home 
are influential Qaddafi backers, an expert notes. 

Frictions between tbe US and Libya have risen, including 
late 1981 US government warnings that President Reagan 
was on a Qaddafi “hit list.” The US has stepped up enforce- 
ment of a ruling barring Libyan students from such security- 
related areas as aviation maintenance and nuclear studies. 

A State Department official says this prohibition was al- 
ready being applied in issuing of new visas. But, as a result of 
a measure announced March 18, it mil now “affect those 
currently here.” An expected result: Libyan students will 
gradually tend to study elsewhere: - --** 7 > .* 

All has turned up the tension in a shadowy world of 
infighting that has spilled over into demonstrations, open vio- 
lence, and the courts. 





In May 19 81 diplomats at 
the Libyan Embassy in Wash- 
ington, D.C., were forced to go 
home in part because of alle- 
gations they were harassing 
anti-Qaddafi Libyan students. 

By the end of the year a Semi- 
official group called ife Peo- 
ple’s Committee for Students 
of Libyan- Arab Jamahiriya 
bad set up an office in 
.McLean, Va., justified partly 
for tbe purpose of processing 
scholarship payments to 
students. — - ^ 

In December 1982, 12 anti-Qaddafi Libyan students brief) v 
seizedthe office and destroyed documents, arguing tbe office 
| was being used to promote terrorism against Libyans in tbe 
US. A court sentenced them to a year in jail. 

Wbether a “liquidation” order had been issued for 
Sfr toe US. Abulghasem Khumage. a mem- 

ber of the committee running the office and an education 

SJJJL" ““ 0 Sta *f University, told The Christian Science 

k S ° Cie ^’ *“* fee ^ to def end itself against 
enermes whoever and wherever they are. If tbe enemy is 

outat^ be can be punished while absent but agreements 

must be respected according to international law” 

A Monitor check of several US universities with Libyan 
students revealed some nervousness and caution about the 

no reports of violence that might have resulted 
from the February decision cited by Amnesty. 

Uni^'l^ft^i 0 ^ StUdents at Boston’s Northeastern 
University refused to comment except to sav: “We eet ner- 

pr6S£ questions. Libyan students 

“ whether iti£ toe hitters going 
after toe hitted. or tbe hitted going after the hitters. We do not 

thS£ that ***** aDy ° De wh0 15 lookin S for 

„. A f ^ University of Colorado. Denver, a counselor said 
• *'!, ha '' e dad no specific request for more security! 

We watch the situation, but so far we have not had to ask for 
stepped-up security as we did a year and a half no n »• 

Tension rose following the October 1980 shooting of a Lib- 

Srad?sS2u^ri^F? I ? a c!^. gradUate * 

, fa January 1982 Eugene a T afoya, a former Green Be ret 
convicted on two misdemea n or assault charges alieFbe 
■ Pleaded self-defense in shn o tmg Mr. Zaea liai tw in* in 
bead. Tafoya claim ed he believ ed be was wnririn p °»7hTdi- 

|p~p- w , neD instruc tions, contained in 

unmarked envelope, that toI U km to viat ttaBnsnmn 

-Persuade h im to tope down his anb-O ad dafi t*ig — 6 

ilu£m> challenged his self ^elenseDrea. Thavara,^ 
Tg iyya nao oeen hired on behalf of the Libyan govern ment in 
jp_ assassination plot orche strated by EdwS R. Wilson a TT- 
jner , CIA officer in Libya, who has be en convicted of violating 
US export laws by_consguin£tosmuggie tilEdguns and an 
-autpjaab^rffiejoljbya n agents in Eu?o t^^dlwrrTff i >. n 
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